Background: Since ratification of the International Conference of Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action, the importance of promoting men's participation in childcare has been recognized globally as an important approach for achieving gender equality in all spheres of life. This research documents the national policy efforts that have been implemented in Croatia, India, and Mexico to increase men's participation in childcare during the ICPD Programme of Action timeframe: 1995-2014.
Methods:
We analyzed 33 policies from these three countries, which were chosen given their diverse policies on paternal childcare. The selected policies were evaluated according to whether they included statements of intent and/or action related to promoting men's involvement in childcare.
Findings: Results suggest that in Croatia, India, and Mexico, policy efforts significantly focused on three axes: child wellbeing, workfamily conflict, and gender equality. While paternal involvement was referenced in the majority of policy documents (27 of 33), over half of the policy documents from Croatia (9 of 11 policies) had the potential to affect men's involvement in childcare. Most policy documents from Mexico (9 of 13) and India (7 of 9) included only a statement of intent or had no reference to paternal involvement and, thus, had little potential to affect men's participation in childcare.
Interpretation: Results suggest that concrete policies that focus both on intent and action will have to be developed and implemented in India and Mexico as one set of mechanisms to increase men's involvement in childcare in these countries. In addition, results of this research set the stage for future assessment of the effectiveness of national policy efforts in Croatia, India, and Mexico in increasing the level of men's involvement in childcare. Interpretation: Conclusions: One-third of scientific papers published in 2014 with NIH funding included at least one non-U.S. coauthor. Authors published in high-impact journals in a variety of subject areas which included basic sciences and specific health disciplines. With the exception of China, higher-income countries had more publications with NIH funding than lower-income countries. This analysis does not include publications where NIH funding may have been present, but was not acknowledged, where non-U.S. authors did not list a foreign affiliation, or where NIH-funded international research did not include a non-U.S. co-author. Future analyses will examine temporal trends as well as subject categories by country income classification. Bibliometric analysis provides insight into the international scope of NIH-funded research and, together with other forms of evaluation, help assess NIH's collaborations and global impact.
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